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The 50 Best Wines Under $50 From Our Critic, Who 
Tasted 2,874
Our annual value-forward, globe-trotting list is the ultimate wine buying guide showcasing the top new 
bottles of the year.

The 50 best new bottles of wine from 2025, under $50.

Source: Vendors
By Elin McCoy
December 15, 2025 at 3:00 AM PST

It’s that time again.
 
I’ve been paging through my 2025 tasting notebooks, reviewing how many good and great wines 
I’ve sipped, as well as the number of boring overpriced duds. This year, my total of reds, whites, 
rosés and sparklers hit 2,874, from 26 countries. Admittedly, I sampled only a few from Moldova, 
Bolivia and Peru, but I plan to up that in 2026.
 
In my annual top 50 buys under $50, I’ve tried to highlight wines new to me along with perennial 
bargains. My biggest sticker shock was how few Champagnes are still available at this price point, 
even on sale. I had to cheat a little to get one favorite in.
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Although I sampled a surprising number of good value chardonnays this year (is that because of 
grape oversupply?), under-the-radar varietals and regions are where to look. Think the Languedoc-
Roussillon in France, Ribeira Sacra in Spain, all of Portugal and South Africa, the Lodi region in 
California, the Finger Lakes in New York and more I’ll tell you about in 2026.
 
Unhappily, in the US, tariffs on European Union wines, rising interest rates and increased shipping 
costs have led to slimmer selections and some price hikes. Will the US Supreme Court knock 
down those tariffs on wine? Keep your fingers crossed. In the UK, increases in duty on alcohol 
volume (lower levels pay less) and packaging fees mean costlier bottles. Average prices are listed 
for both regions when possible.
 
A few tips: When you see a good buy, don’t wait. And remember that retailers frequently offer 
discounts, especially on Champagne, before the holidays and throughout January. Cutting back? 
Click through here for quality nonalcoholic options.

RED WINES
From light and lively to big and bold

Source: Vendors

2024 Badia a Coltibuono Labedia Chill Ya Jolo Labadia (US $19)
This new, playful, chillable red from a historic Chianti Classico estate delivers charm 
and food-friendly freshness. Made from the little-known ciliegiologrape (get it?), 
it’s light and positively gluggable. (UK, check Chambers & Chambers.)
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